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The following article was written by ~ One wonders why anyone would evesverything fair, to have Mary be
Jim Dixon, President of Bereaveduse those words. In reality,ig simple. alive.
Parents of the USA, and it is somewhen we use the words, we are When you have experienced the
thing we have alheard: protecting ourselves by saying it isntleath of a loved one, many things

so bad. seem unfair. Itis unfair to feel

Recently | was asked to speak to a _ . such pain. to have holidavk
group on a college campus about Or we may be saying our grief is>: pain, : i
birthdays and anniversarie

parental bereavement. was talking Wworse than yours. : S
to the person who was going to in- Might | gently suggest, as we walig/ithout your loved one, to haye
troduce me and they asked me whythis journey, let us understand that, fofll€ndS and coworkers avoid yo,
spoke on this topic. btarted to tell each of us, our griefs as unique as ©© 96t depressed for days on end,
them about my life experiences andur individual relationship with eachthe list could go onand on.

as soon as | told them about our twaf our individual unique children. Eventually my grief softened.
miscarriages, they replied with, "At . realized that "Life Isn't Fair", |
east you diant get to- know e, SSPU from Bereaved Pavents, LT oCCent ne fact tat way
children.” Then | gently explained -~ - " "0/ o ' died and it wasn't fair but other
that we also experienced the death of ’ ' people suffer due to the death |of
our 22 year-old son, Todd. All they  Teresa Schoeneck, "Life isRa&ir"  thejr love, one, a divorce, major
could say was "OH", as they lookedhas been the response in damily, as jjness and other major family
for a rock to hide under. in many families, whenever thing§psses. Some people experiehce

Not long ago a mother told me thaf!dN't 9O right, or to explain problems seyera| deaths and somehow they
someone said to her, "At least h§And hardships. | guess we said it a Iogurvive.

N e o our kids. In fact, our daughter
didn't live at home and you didn't se argie came home from her first day We can either keep fighting

?elllrE g\éetrggayﬁozfgsezegreéaan? \?Vc())r:wgép ninth grade and said, "I have a newhe fact of the death and how
P yaday. teacher. | don't like him but you will."unfair it is, or we can work on

if the 99-year-old mother who . ; o .
attended the Marion County FloridaWhen | asked her why, she saigur grief, don the positives in my

Chapter has heard something like ..Agecause he already saidlife Isn't life, the people and events tha
2 air.” were fair, to choose to
least he had a god long life.”% appreciate life and , time (lots of

mother from lowa who had already \onths after our daughter Mary’stime), determination and lots of
experienced the death of one son hageath when | was having a particuwork the pain become less
another die a few years later. Her|apy difficult time, my husband saidfrequent and softer. Asl
friend said, "At least you have beenit ;sed to be easy to say "Lifen't ....happened warm memories of
through this before. Fair." However, wherit comeso really ... replaced the painful ones. |
The words, "at least", are some Otexperiencing '_[hat”fact I want_elcli to fighhave my moments whenhnea}r a
the most hurtful words anyone coul t | wanted I|_fe To Be Fair. Whensong, see one of he_r friends
speak. They hurt us because the ois Lane died in an earthquakesomeone who looks like her. |
uperman spun the world back so thaan handle moments.LIFE

demean us. These words dismiss o , I
feelings about some person or som%he was unhurt. ISN'T FAIR but itis good.

thing. ;Il'h_ey St% vJ\[/PE)atdhas happened to; wanted someone like Superman togest wishes to you on your

peace &HOPE.

(Reprinted from Hope For
BereavedInc. (315-475-9675)




Grief Grafts

My mother, Margaret

(July 26), 1989:

From a "Birthday Baby"

Who pinches on his cake,

To a birthday youth,

Who just can't wait
Togethis driver's license
And be his own man!
From a kindergarten child
small and shy,

To a high school scholar,
who now wears a tie!

A lot of education going on!
From a grandparent's sweetheatrt,
Who loved their world,

To a good looking fellow,
Who is interested in the girls --
A lot of growing up he's done!

From a little fellow,

Fitting lids on pans,

To an ardent inventor

And a fine young man--
That's our Jim!

A Christian who attends
His church each week
Who watches carefully
The company he keeps

And desires the good life--

We're very proud of him!

Now on his birthday,
We're wondering howwill be,

Twenty years from now--

We'd love to be around and see
This business man, family man,
Lovable JIM! T

Jim's symbol is a
Pegasus.

Nancy Hannon's son, Michael (4o being with our boys again.
28-74), was killed in an auto fire 2-6- Dinah, | am doing better with the helpjichael never leaves my heart af

93. Nancy shared:

No one else can feel your exact sor- have been such a blessing to me and WWFORGETTABLE. That's what h
row, but we can share in your sorrow. daughter, | know Young Jim is so proudas.

Young Jim has even more friends toef his mommie for reaching out to so YOU,
day than he did six years ago, thanks tmany other hurting mothers.

Lynch,
Young Jim's grandmother, wrote th§s i hael's symbols are
following poem to him for his birthday 5 smiley face and a red rog®. .

Young Jim is remembered extra This is how feel, maybe I'ts the
special this week by his loved ones, Hi$IDDLE.
old friends and new friends alike. _ Grief lived faithfully heals itself in
time not full
Where once an open wound burn
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Don and Janie Dry's son, Don V.(@0Y own death the scar glowsgnd

2-77), died 7-27-93. Janie and Do hd waken the same old ache.

placed the following in their local paper a scar is a now and then throb that

on the fourth anniversary of Don V'giesonly with one'sowndeath.
death: o

Ralph's symbols ar S
It has been four long and lonely yearpraying hands and a \g;,i
since you left us. The hurt feels like #agle. -l
was only yesterday.
Your future looked so bright, but shat- pick and Jean Sand's son, Micha
tered in a split second.
Your hopes and dreams were on%r .
hopes and dreams. We tried to fill all o ident 6-18-94. Jean observes:
them but they ended that summer night. How are you in the month of July

We wonder what caused that terribl
: - also happens to be the MIDDLE
tragedy something you did or someor{ihe year. | suppose, if you put yo

else ... We will never know. ind to it, there is a beginning an

Whatever caused it, God allowed it t _
happen. As bad as it is, we must accepg tegﬁsgorth%Vr?fyg;lé?g E?lr;ds eg:)er;t/)zr

and try to go on. _
As | walk the block each night and loo What a hard road to travel. Som

over the hills and high in the sky, | knones | think the road is getting

your little spirit ascended to heaven thal qiar 1o walk and other timelsjust

do not know. It is so hard to forgg
about thetragedy and think that
they are in a better place. | woul
take my chances, sindehave never
_ been able to speak with anyon

Don's symbols are an airplane and anwhere he is, to tell me this is true. If
eagle. only had five minutes with Michag
to be sure he is happy, healthy a

Ralph and Dana Coomer's sofias friends to share his way. I cou

Ralph (7-24-74), was killed in an aut§link a lot more positively. | dg
accident 6-11-94. Dana wrote: elieve in God, and without faith

do not thinkl could have made it thi

It seems time flies by, Thank God, b];za}lr'do have signs from my Micha

cause each day, we know we are clo§ghy| g feel that | have been touchd
by an angel, but sad feeling this

IDDLE.

We love and miss you,
_ Mom and Dad July
sms 27,1997

of God and friends like you. Your letterfor  this | am grateful.

Dinah, are doing ¢
wonderful job and | am sure Your

unbearably, "now a thin transparent
scar. Still I know that ‘til the hour of

1-25-71), was killed in an auto a¢

IJim would be so proud of you. I kng

Hopefully, my daughter and | WiIyou have, many times, been touch
be there for the picnic, we are going bey an andel t00, young’Jim.

drive down early and come back later th
same day.

the tremendous support of lparents~
he is continually introduced to an exu
berant amount of "NEW" friends.

We new friends have grown to know
him and love him. Michael's symbols are ﬁ%ﬂq ’
a star, angel Stetson hl’at"; ay
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& cowboy. Wl
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Mark and Terry Neal's son, Travis (7Children are so accepting of things and tears away.
23-84), died as a result of hypertrophith some ways | think that's good. Kyle"| know" replaces "why?" as he walks

cardiomyopathy 11-24-97. Terry tellshas "borrowed" some of Travis' shirts with God above.
us about her sons: and shorts when the laundrg behind. |aughter replaces crying as God fill$
That has been hard to let go of, but he him with His love.

Let me tell you about my boysieasons it out that he can wear them andjs talents must he amazing withgats
Travis was born on Jul23,1984 and Travis was given and he wants tasput teaching him how
died on Novembe4, 1997.He was the bunk beds for many things of 1q give praise to the Lord in Heaven
13 years old and always had a smil&ravis; a necklace that Travis was given choir, he sings now.
that wouldmelt your heart. He was theand he wants us to put the bubkds g, day he'll welcome us with angls
most caing and loving child. He back together for him in his room. I'm his side,

wanted to bdriends with everyone. Hegetting closer to doing that which is
had talent fomusic as he began singinganother one of my projects, but it's not
early in his life. When he went toforemost on my mind. We've sesyme
Middle School, he found his othedeclining grades at school for Kyle,
talent as amusician. He loved to playsome nervous talking (Kyles quite
the clarinetand had made first chairshy) and stomach aches, whigle've
by the 7th grade. Travis died fromhad checked by the doctor and feel it's
hypertrophic cardiomyopathy. We digust nervous stomach. Sumniemot far
not know hehad this disorder. Thereaway and with it | pray that it'll be the
were no symptoms or signs that woulthing he needs to help him feel more
have worried us or led us to investigateomfortable and self-assured.
them. Infact, he had been for his Kyle, Mark and | have to wait an
physical sixweeks prior and everythingsee if Kyle will develop the sam
checked out OK. Travis was in gyndisorder as Travis. lis genetic and all
clas:_s running laps when he went intgf us have had to undergo
_car(tjlac alrrest,thlg dlf'vll(y rr:y hheart bff0|<eechocardiograms to see if we hatewe
In two. | wou IKE 10 nhear TroMmhave all checked out as normal, bu
anyone that has lost a child to thishey will run an echocardiogram for Repreksents Ollér lpet, antﬁ:kse_:y
same heart condition. Kyle each year and his geneticist waé\?c sey would seep withravis
ery night. She will occasional

Out of love instead of pride.
one who's touched our hearts,

usknow we'll never be apart.

Love ya Trav Uncle Bradl1-
24-97

gwe chose as Travis' symbols musi
voice; also, he played the clarinet i

the bandat his school and ha
ade first chairThe cocker spanig

that it's like part of my soul went withaye this, but also they cannot say with if saying, "Where is he?" We ha
him. I don't think Tl ever feel 10094certainty. been blessed with support frq
complete” again. | feel like I'm just | haven't told you about my husbandamily and friends. We have ar
going through the motions of life. I'Vaviark, and myself. Mark “has "ac-ontinue to receive letters and car
beentold that "I look good” and that cepted” Travis' death. He told thérom many people, some we do
'm “"handling this well,” but if they group in our bereavement class that henow. Travis's school has planted
only knew that not a minute goes bijnew he couldn't bring Travis back anchristmas tree in his memory af
that | don't seek his face and searche has accepted that. I, on the othéras also set up a Music Library
for him all day long. | haven't hand, have not accepted it and it's hartis name. We have received
removed anything of his and his rooffpr me to understand how he cannot heortrait of his school picturérom

is just as he left it. | even have puh emotional turmoil as | am. But, likethe school and they will be dedi

away his nightshirt so it couldn't be p've told everyone who asks, | have teating the Annual to Travis also.
washed I'mworking my grief through return to the grief support class. It waso many ways, we have be
remodeling. | guess everyone doqgst too hard for me to bring all theblessed by the goodness of other
things during the period of time. lemotions back that | had worked While our journey has been ar
have found that lhave so many through and he told me he was mogertinues to be hard, we find th
projects going at the same time, anflepressed the day after than he hatrength to get through it fror
most are not completel work on peen for a long time. So, | think thatesus. Every step we take has b
whatever | want to that day. | didyithough he may say he has accepteith His help.My family is fortunate
complete one project this weekengl he just deals with it more privateljo have as our pastor someone w
with my Dad's help and that was anhan | do. has walked wherave are walking
wallpaper job that | started three | have included a copy of the poend has felt the feelings we ha
weeks ago. Normally, this would haveravis' Uncle Brad, my brother, wrotefelt as he and his wife lost the
botrered me as I'm usually one thathe day of his death. Our church pianshild as a result of being hit on tf
does one thing until it's finished. ist is also composing a song in Traviglayground by a car. | know it wa

My other sonis Kyle. Kyle is 10 memory and as soon as it's completegry difficult for him to condud
years-old as of Aprib. He is in the [I'll send you a copy of the words andfravis' funeral as it brought bac
fourth grade. | just hug on him all themusic. memories of his loss, and hg
time, but we did that before. Head- One of God's children sits with him todayexpressed it during the service.

justing to our "new'family structure. Answering all his questions washing his

Into his home that God has made
Now comes the time to say "so long" to

And hold on to the memories that le

gotes because he was singing from
n early age and had a beautiful
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Several people who attended thehe wanted it to bior her). it would be alright and related t
funeral remember that and hasince  She was a pain sometimes, rebelliohsr about her bout with pneumon
told me that they felt he was speakingometimes, and a real joy sometimesatl 6 months of age and that in th
from the heart of how difficult is to  admired her because she was all tlmy and age with all the mode

lose your child. things | am not She was a person wiechnology they have, that people

oL spoke her mind and if she thought skespecially young people) did n

Michael's symbols are WO/A\_ was right would defend her actions tdie from pnemonia any more.

musical notes.

the limit. She had the courage of heould not have been more wrong.
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beliefs, was tenderhearted, and wase (The doctor told me that about evary

Lynne Boley's daughter, Randi (4-15who loved her family deeply. She wé#see or four years a young pers
76), died as a result of pneumonia 8-2#&rying to find herself as most seventeabout Randi's age comes in w

DN
th

93. Lynne tells us about Randi Lee: ~ Year olds do. She did baditing what she had and some made it and

sometimes, mostly for other fdyn some didn't. Randi didn't.) She tald

Randi Lee Hambrick was born onmembers. She had been visiting withe that she felt better after talking
April 15, 1976 in Virginia and lived her father for part of that Summer anaith me. | told her goodnight and
on this earth for seventegh?) years. was looking for a job. that | would be back in the morning.

She was my third child (and last) who | had talked with Randi on July 18, went home thinking it was al
had an older brother, Robert Josephi993, and she seemed to be just finming to be alright.
and one older sister, Kathy Lynneshe gave no clue that she felt bad orThe next morning, July 20993

She hada normal childhood like mostthat she was sick in any way. Shtked | went back to the hospital at 10:00
children, with the same childhoodabout going to band camp in a few.m. (which was one of the visiting

diseases thamost children share likeweeks and how she was really lookingnes for MICU).
chicken pox, colds, flu, and variousorward to going. She went out to a job Randi was sitting up in the be

other sicknesses. She had one serioggerview on Julyl9to one of our local but she still had the oxygen mask
bout of pneumonia when she was sial - Mart stores and when she gasn her face. She looked really pale

d

months old but recovered and | nevefack to her father's house, shand now she had a bad cough. The

thought any morabout it. She went tocomplained that she was havindoctors took her father and | aside

school and playedwhen she cametrouble breathing. Her father's wife is aand told us thathey were going td

home. Her father and | divorced whemurse and she looked her over arshve to put her on a respirator or she

she was four years old and | marriedistened toher lungs but could heamwould not make it tmightfall. | had

Randi's stepfather when she was tefothing wrong. Randi had no othemo idea what that entailed but was
Between the ages of fouand ten, symptomslike fever, cough, chills, orsoon to find out. | felt like someone

Randi, her sister, Kathy, andwere anything else. That afternoon hefiad slapped me in the face becalise

the three musketeers. We didrgtieing father took her to our family docton could not believe that ivas this

together. Randi's brother livetiith who took x-rays and found that she hawd. By this time | was getting

her father so she did not see very muetbublepneumonia. scared myself at what | was bei
of him as she grew up. Schawvés not Her father took her to one of our locafold of her condition. We agreed

easy for Randi but she tried hardhospitals and she was placed in th@e pracedure. | went in to tell Randi
Randi started playing the trumpefvedical Intensive Care Unit (MICU).what was going on and she told me

when she was in junior high school angier father's wife came to my house to lsbw scaredshe was again. | agai
continued on until she passed away. fhe know what was going on and to takeld her that it would be alright an
was the one thing she took pride in ange to the hospital after she wathat | loved her. Like a typica
one of the things she was really goodymitted. They figured it would be beparent, | told her that | would b
at doing. . er if someone told me in person rathdhere for her and would not le
She did not practice at home mUClfan on the phone. was afraid be- anything happen to her. | had r
but had a real talent for playing. She.; ;se she was in the hospital butas Clue that in less than six ‘weeks, §
played with the band at every footbalf gyerly concemed at this point bedould be gone. She seem
game as well as competitions for which, ;se |ike | said Randi had pneumon tisfied and as | was walking o
her school won quite a few awards. when she waé months old and she reihe door from her room, she to
She had turned seventeen years old I, ared just fine me good-bye and that she loved 1
April of 1993.She had lots of friends ™ \nhen ‘we got to the hospital it w ittle did either one of us know th
and attended our local Baptistypo,t 8:00 p.m. and | went in to s is would be the lasthing she
Churchmost of her life where she wasyandi. She was in bed and had sevel$puld ever say to me. _
an active member of the youth groupyn/'s hooked up to her and they had héyter the rest of the family went

She accepted Jesus as her Savior gh an oxygen mask. She had to ketgé)visit with her, the doctors sedate

Octaber, 1987 and was baptized ontaking it off in order to talk. She told'€r and put her on the respirato
November 1, 1987 She had been everyone to leave the room so that sh&e next time | saw Randi she hag
dating a little over a year and her lifecould talk to me alone. After everyorfglbe in hermouth and | just stoo
was that of a typical teenagerleft the room, she told me that sH&ere and cried. They had to ke
(aggravating to me but was the way loved me and how scared she was lgr sedated to keep her from taki

being in the hospital sick. | told her the tube out. They kept her sedatg
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for the next 1/2weeksuntil she died. \we watched as Randi slowly deterioshould have and thus the losi
She never was conscious again. Frorated. | also learned more about medibattle of my faith. Because of n
then on,| learned more about lungcine than | ever wanted to know. Way of thinking at the time, I le
disease than | ever wanted know. | learned new drug names, | learned howmyself wide open for my faith to |
learned how to read the monitotto read patient monitors, 1 learned howlevastated when she died. yidu
above her bed that told of héxeart to read Randi's chart) learned about want to know more about my stru
beat, respiration, temperaturand so chest tubes when she would get holesg with my faith (or lack thereof
forth. | learned about all thedrugs her lungs, | learned about tracheotomyang trusting God, Email me and
that they were pumping into hbody to and oxygen levels and all kindsather \j|| pe glad to tell you about it.
keep her alive. | had no sooner gotteifiings too numerous to go into here. Shgn't have all the answers but
home from the hospital when | had twould have one crisis after another and;, try to tell you how | coped.
go back because she had taken a tukgpt me scared all alonthe way. Her — gpe finally was diagnosed wi
for the worse. One of her lungs hafieéart would stop and they would havgeyie  Respiratory Distress
developed a hole in it and they had t g€t it going again. Sheould have an gyngrome whiclis most commonly
put in a chest tube. | finally called thedllergic reaction to some of the med'c'ngalled ARDS and is a
rest of my family and told them wha{€y would be giving her and they woul
was going on. They all came to th8ave to give her something to counteraghygtly it just means that the lung
hospital and stayed with me until afteft- Sheé would develop more holes in Ngfecome hard and cannot exchan
midnight. Before she died, she had 4"9s and they would keep putting inyjr anymore. The doctors kep
total of six chest tubes in her body. More chest tubes. She would swell ygying “ys that she still coulg
The hospital would only let us visift"d develop a rash and they woulghcoyer and that they had patien
her three times a day (10:00 am, 2:0§2Ve togive her medicine to combat th.attCat were worse off tharRandi
p.m., and 6:00 p.m.) and for only 1 bout three v_veeks into her hospitghcgver. A lady even came to t
minutes each time. | was limited in hoRtey> they putin a trachea and took thesgpital to see me that ha
much time | could spend with her bgUP€s from her mouth. | just kept goiNgscoyered from the very thing
cause there were others who wanted {grough all this with Randi and tried togangj was dying from. She told
see her (her father, brother, sister angiiNtain my sanity at the same time. hat it took her threenonths beford
the boyfriend she had at the time).J}St kept on praying and believing thaine started to recoveSo we held
was there every day for the entige SN€ would be alright in the end. Thagn to that hope. My life welved
1/2 weeks at every visiting hour. | wouldV@S not to be. For five and a halboyng the hospital visitingiours.

weeks, she battled for her life. But i hen | was not at the hospital

pray all day long for her healing. We
had quite a number of churches in o€ €nd. she lost the battle. And so digs at home praying for her and ju

; : ; , because | lost the battle of my faith.;

area praying for her healing but it wa _ trying to keepa clear head becaus
not to be. I would not let myself con- ON€ Of the things that | remembegfe might need me. &m thankful
sider the fact that she might die. I jugfloSt about spending time with Ranghat | did not have togo to work
could not believe that in this day ani/Nilé she was in the hospital was tiat pecaysd could not have done tha
age, with all the modern technologyn® 10:00 visiting time, | was almosjy mind was in Randi's hospita
that someone as young and in godd@ys the only one to be there to see hgdom even wherl was not there
health as Randi was could digom Pe€cause everyone else had to work anghysically. | don't remember muc
pneumonial just knew that God would€0uld not be there at that time. &iSe 6yt anything else that was goir
heal her. Ithought that the God that [°F that, 1 got to spend the entire fifteeRy 4t the time. My sister-in-law tol
served would not let my child die if [NiNUteS with her alone. The first thingne at the beginning that | shou
prayed hard enough and believed thevould do when | went into heoom eep a journal of all that happend
right things and had enough of othefV@s 0 sing to her.would singher two 4 ring the time Randi was sick aiha
people praying for her too. But thafhoruses that she and I hahmed in gig | amso grateful that | did that
was not to be either. | had a lot of:hl.l“f,h and they were "Jesus Nev§fecause |would not remembe
support from our church and’ails”and "Oh How He LoveXou and chy apout whahappened if | did
especially my Sunday School clasd€’ ! would hold her handnd pretend ot have this to refer to. Evel
They kept us fed and emotionallffi@t She was singing with me and Wgight when | would go honte try

supported throughouthe entire time. Would be connected together for a whilg,"get some sleep, I would wriie

One in particular caméo the hospital
every day at the 2:08isiting hour just OP€ for her tooThen I would pray for g ring that day.

to sit with me when others went in to S%er and then for me. | would tell her pyring this™ time, our family
Randi. She went in to see her severdlat | loved herand relate to her what hecame even closer than it w

times but mostly just sat with me. was going orwith her and the rest of pefore. We saw a great deal of each
For the next few weeks, she just kefite family. 1 just kept on believing thatoiher Randi's older sister, Kathy,

od would heal her. Well He did healwh0 was married before Randi gof

getting worse. For the nexs 1/2 her, just not in the way | thought He

weeks,

omplication of lung disease.

This time was so special for me and rlny journal what had happened
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sick, and her husband were at theWe went through the usual funeral ako pay her honor. One of the things
hospital when they got off from workrangements and notified the church thathat was odd to the party was thao
Randi's older brother, Robert, camavanted her funeral held at the churckeparate people, who had not talked
when he got off from work also ané@nd not at the funeral hom&or some to one another, each brought
brought Randi’s niece, Alyssa, with hinieéason this shocked everyone from thalloons. One person bought ten bal-
sometimes. Various other members 8fneral home to my own church. THeons and one person bought eight
Randi's family came every day alongastor and the funeral director both toldalloons. Randi was eighteen years
with her boyfriend who also came everyi€ it was because most people do rad that birthday. Odd wasn't it. W
day to see her. old funeral services in their churcleelebrated her life as best we coyld
There were other family memberbecause then they could not face goiiiept day. _
there to see Randi during tHe 1/2 back there because they would see thd here have been other things that
weeks and | had my friends who canf@sket all the time. But | did not feel théqtappened to me during that first year
by at least once a day at the hospital ¥y and | figured that Randi had a righafter Randi died. The first time | had
keep a check on me. | don't know whafgr her funeral tobe held at the churchto go back over to the hospital where
would have done if not for the rest of m§he grew up in. And yes | see her casfée died and had to pass ##CU, | |
family and my friends. | asked thél the alter every Sunday. But it is nottaought | was going to have a panjc
doctor one day, about a week before@inful memory but a good one becaus@itack before we could get to the car
Randi died, if | could spend the entir&now that one day we will be togethelutside. But as we stepped outside
day in her room with her. It was a feel29ain. the hospital doors, 1 saw a rainboy
ing | had inside urging me to do that, At her funeral I sang to her for the lagn thesky. Itwas not raining, and the
and | would have done it whether théme the two songsdang every day tosun was shining brightiyt knew it
doctors agreed to it or not, after all IN€r in the hospital. knew it was thewas Randi's way of telling me it was
was paying the bills. | am glad | wadight thing to do and I felt like | neededlright. Sometimes | would see |a
able to spend the day with her. | read t§ d0 that just one more time. It hagutterfly at her grave whehwould
her and just talked to her, but mostipecome a part of my life f& 1/2 weeks go there Just littlethings to let me
just held her hand to let her know thaihat | just had to doit once more. Theknow she was near.
shewas not alone. It was during thig€St of the funeral is a blur to meam Now, on her birthday and th
day that | realized that severe illnesi1ankful that someone at our church heaghniversary of her death date, her
and death is not just a physical evedfi® Presence of thought to make mesigter, Kathy, and o and do wha
but it was spiritual in nature also. felt Ccassette recording of the funeral servisge know Randi always liked to do.
that as | spent the day with Randi antiself. have not listened to it yet, but onkirst we go to the cemetery and put
the feeling continued for a long timélay I'will. flowers on her grave and release
after she died. Randi knew that | liked thunderstormialloons with messages to her frgm
| received a phone call from Randi'#ith lightning so from August7, the day US- Then we go shopping and toa
father at 3:30 a.m. on Augug¥, 1993, she passed , tdugust 30, the day weMovie, the two things Randi liked o
telling me that Randi had passed awdyuried her, it thundered each day witfo the most. We just spend the day
a few minutes earlier. | just went numtsome lightning too. Most of the time fgethﬁr renlwe_mberlng Ra??]' and her
| just could not believe that after alle just thundered with no rain and'c Win us. Itis ey Y C1nonoring
went through, she diednyway.l got sometimes not even a cloud in the sky. etrergglrggytéogzt evr\}hen Randi dikd
dressed somehow and wetd the the graveside service as we were walki Y: .

: ; . life was turned upside down.
hosptal. My husband, the assistanty the grave it started to thunder. Ibarents don't expect topoutlive their
pastor of our church, my sister-in-lawnngered the whole time we were thergnildren. Losing a child is like losing

(who is & nurse) and | were the onlyin fact, we had thunderstorms for Mosfour future. Itis definitely like losing

ones there. ; :
; . . of September and October of that yeam) part of yourself. There is a saying
| went in to see Randne last time. dd, huh. The high school band shtat goes like this: "When you lose
They had removed her trachea and |

e

. . ayed with when she was alive playegur spouse you are called a widow,
the tubes and she was just laying th t%ps for her as we were leaving thehen you lose your parents you gre
OB thtehbed. ghsvre ;/vas atpeﬁlceful ;&remetery. For the next six months to c@lled an orphan, but when you lose
about her and went over 1o her an hild the loss is so great that there
hugged her and kissed her cheek. | to ?e[ar, shock took over every aspect of Ay v

h dob d told her that | | | don't remember too much aboutlit.iS not a word to call it." Randi's
er good-bye and told her that | 10Vegy o e could not pray for myself ordeéath has left a big gap in my life.

her. | ‘also told her that one day we, 0 eise during this time. All | coulf€OP!e used to tell me after a year or
would be together again. | went bac 0 was get up and take each day asSP that Ineeded to get on with my life
out to the waiting room one last tim and get over this, but | tell them that
and just sat and cried until there wer€ T ro110uing April 15, which was heb/ves I will get on with my life but I
no tears left. Then | went home Witho%irthday. | had a birt’hday party for

[¢)

ill never get over this. It will stay

Randi and it was one of the hardesgandi and invited her family and with me until | see Randi again. |
things | have ever done in Hifg.




don't want to give up the pain of grieyuiding my feet to the next step | wouldomputer so | can personalize each

becausel have given up so muchhave to take. He never got angry wHenone to fit the child. Thigs also my
already | don't want to let anything elsescreamed at Him for letting Randi dieway of giving back to others wh
go. The grief is my constant reminder dfle never chastised me for blaming Hirmeed help at that particular time

Randi. Theras not a day that goes byHe never left me, and in the middle of nthe year. Our church has als
that | don't think of her. Some days most heart-wrenching day, He was therstarted a ministry called Crises Ca
think of her more than others. Buf believe that God held me in the palm @ind | am in the group to help peop
always she is on my mind. People telis hand so that | could survive the los&ho have lost loved ones, especig
you that they don't want to mention he@f my child. | lived under the wings othildren. Thisis just getting started
name or ask you how you are doinpod for a long time after she died. Hand | am not sure how that is goir
because they are afraid they will remindvas even strong enough to listen to myg go yet. You can go to n
you about it. Duh? As if you are nofluestioning of Him and still never lefhomepage where you will find lots
already thinking about it anyway. She ig"e. He gave me friends that were igrief links if you should need them

never far from my mind. place long before Randi died so thabund them to be very helpful, | ho
Randi's death made me question ev /hen | needed them they were alreadypu do too. The Boley's website is
rything | believed in. | still ask the there to help. remembrance card to eaqg

question “WHY" but | know that no an- And help they did. They supported méereaved

swer would be good enough. Randi ithey let me talk about Randi, they talkedww.members.xoom.com/doodle/mysto
gone from this place and there is n@Pout Randi, and they never told me tatm
good reason why it had to be that way. Uit crying or mentioning her name. To
had to question my perception of Gohis day,| can still mention Randi with
and who He is. | had to question thdhese friends and they all stop and listen.
reason for praying because a lot of thank God every day for these people,

people were praying for Randi but sh&very day. _ _ _ Lynda Boucugnani-Whitehead
still died, so | had to ask what is the | still have a hard time with my trust indaughter Maria (4-30), was killed i

point of prayer. | don't know why GodGod, even after all that He did for me,an auto accident 9-13-96. Lynd
did not intervene in Randi's case. | havBecause | have not fully understood whehared how they celebrated Mari
talked to another person who had th&le reallyis in my life. But | could not victoria's birth date:

same thing Randi had but she lived. Stiay angry with the very person who has

was older than Randi and was ifmy Randi anq who is entrust(_ed with her Maria-Victoria's  birthday is

poorer health than Randi but she livegare. So | just keep plodding alongApril 30th. Just went through th3
and Randi did not. Go figure. It make$earching for answers and knowing thagiay - it was harder this year thar
no sense to me. A lot of things noWne day it will all not matter any longerlast. Last year on her birthday w
make no sense to me. After Randi diewhen Randi and | are reunited again. dedicated a beautiful memori
my whole perspective on life changedo0k forward to that day. ~garden called the “Secret Garden
The death of a child changes you as d have been given the honor of doing &t her school on her birthday. Th
person. Nothing is ever the same agaiMonthly newsletter for a support grougarden is wonderful with benche
no matter how hard you try to make imade up of other bereaved parents thatand statues, bunnies and a sto

77 Randi's symbol is
@_‘m a butterfly.

so. Things that used to bother me no@ttend here where I live. | collect poemswyalk area. There is a plaque wiﬂ

don't. | have very little compassion forquotes, articles, etc. from off the Internetier picture on it at the entrance
people who think little things are im-and from other various sources and puhe garden which is in a courtyar
portant. | just tell them that in the bigthem in the bereavement newsletter sefiom one of the main halls in th
scheme of things the little things donto those who have attended our groupchool. The Beta Club (she w.
matter and very few of the big thingsocally. One of our local hospitalspresident) put on a beautify
matter either. The only thing that matsponsors our group called Parents' Grieferemony with poems written &
tersis God, love, and family. All elie  Support Group and they send out thétudents, a musical piece writte
just surface stuff newsletter to our members. All | de especially in her honor an
| can look back now over the past 4ollect the material and put it in astatements from friends an
years since Randi died and | can segewsletter format for them. This gives m&achers. Then 14 students releas
that God was with me the whole tim@ great deal of satisfaction as well aalloons for her birthday and it wa
even when | did not feel like He was. Heelps me along with my own grief. | feef® moving. The high school sent
held me up because | could not havge | am giving back to the group all thatdroup of flute players that played :

held myself up. He gave me strength ey have given me over the pasti/2 N€ beginning and at the receptid

do what | had to do. years. | also do a card ministry at our©’ her birthday held later. We the

He guided me where | needed to be. church where | make and send parent irPad a birthday party at the scho

And He heard my heart whe_n MYur church on the anniversary of thei or her and students from her clasg
mouth could not speak to Him

i Nehild's death date. | make the cards on
prayer. He was a light unto my path
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and Beta Club and teachers with little | just wanted to drop a note to tell you | am sorry for your pain and terrof
birthday cakes that she always wanteHdow much | appreciate you and youthat | know you felt before your
to get every timave went to the bakery. newsletter. It always serves as a comfadnbrrendous and untimely death.
It was very special. as well as an inspiration to me and my Yes! We will be at your graduatign

Wanted to let you know that Maria- mother. and we will give all your friends hugs
Victoria's brother, David, has started a Marti Sue has been goneyéars, but and kisses and get pictures. | am|so
web-site for her where there are pic-her memory keeps me strong. She hadsery proud of every one of them.
tures. We plan to add much more to theery special effect on everyone whour brother and sister misses and
site but are just beginning. Webknew her, all her friends who have visigye you each and every day, as do |.

address is: ited us since her death have referred to 7/
HTTP://WWW.arches.uqa.edu/-—daqustirrer as theirh“behSt frignd-" That rTI]elanS a Taiann's symbols are a
— 11 father on December 29, 1998know he phin Jumping g '
TN -Cg' and my "Suzie" are having a good time iy and Grace Hawkins' son, Tim
R > -

hs in Heaven, for he always called hegteyens (6-3-53), died as a result| of
The apple of my eye" or his "Littlepancreatitis 1-17-98.
Mariea-Victoria's symbols are aJoy.” She was truly a joy to us all. I look
green and blue butterfly the sun, moofPrward to seeing her again someday._ Thank you so much for remembeti
and stars, and a special puppy she drew Marti's symbol is her uson Tims birthday. -
as her signature. Siamese cat "Prissy." b | do enjoy the newsletters butig
L too painful to write our story to
Marcia Carson's son, Dell (12-22- Sue Wilson's daughter, Taiann (11-Fnyone.
69), was murdered 12-15-91. 79), was murdered 8-31-95. Sue sharedVe fought a long and hard battle
a letter she had written to Taiann if shith Schizaphrenia, when he was3.
t§ad been able to attend her high schobim was one of the very lucky ong's
gyraduation: }Nh%_had a loving family who cared
or him.

n

Thank you for sending my address
Claudine Nickens, she sent me h

newsletter, Alive Again. My dearest beloved Taiann, We were with him as much as we

I have some wonderful news about - . : :

Dell's murderer. HE WAS FOUND. kS, Week would have been yowould, we bought him his own little

: - graduation from Southwestern High. Aflouse and even though it was always
The murdereis only 33years old. His of your friends have sent me invitationgrished with everyone else’s hahd
name, David Anthony Fisher, will liveto the graduation ceremony on May 24thae downs. he loved it. Tim was like a
in my mind forever. He was known therhey have really meant a lot to me theggilq in a big beautiful body of A
Wednesday after Easter, arrested ofast two and one half years after losing,on
Thursday. It's a long story but | wasyou. | know why you loved them so muc He.Ioved family, and holidays wefe
visiting Augusta, Georgia and went to- they are all truly wonderful huma wavs his favorites. He heloed all
the police department to talk with thebeings. Their cards and letters with. I>i/ttle relatives pick and pcar\;e
detective in charge of the case. | dispictures are priceless to me. It has me mokins on HaIIovE/)een and had lat
covered that the original detective hacs® much to receive a letter from one ]efj’:\stpzoo rick or treaters o come

retired. | talked with a voun hoyour friends with a story or memory ‘ ! ¢
Wals not familiavrv:/vith )t/hesz gaggyamd you and them. | know that their hear&ee him. | think Halloween was fjis

- have been heavy with sadness over fagorite. Tim was always trying {
thEUth.’ well herfehwe 90 again, an\ ..~ ¢ g pre():/ious friend whois make all of us laugh. I think it made
ﬁt er SiX 3r/1ears 0 i"’.‘”n%’ ﬁorry, W€ replaceable. him feel he was normal when we all
ave not eard'anyt'lng. Three days Everyone is wearing pink and blackaughed at his off the wall
after talking with this detective, Ne g one i yvour memory. Oh Taiannconversations.
called me with the Wonder_ful news that, | wish you could be walking down | guess thisis why | feel lost
they had the guy who killed Dell. It ihat isle with your cap and gown onwithout him to care for. Icry
tOOk_Det " BUI_']'[OH two dlays '[_O d_O WhaTSmiIing that beautiful smile that we albuckets, which | know he would hate,
the first detective couldn't do in six remember so well. It's something that@ut | just can't help it.
years. _ know you looked forward to and talke
. AN N about so much.

Dell's symbol'ss~ | will never understand or comprehen
are a unicorn and box- your brutal and horrific death
ing gloves. committed by a man who never ev?

knew you, all because he was having

Barbara Kidd's daughter, Mart Suebad day. He will never ever even beg

(12-8-74), died from Adult Respiratory to have the slightest comprehension
Syndrome 3-1-94. what he took from us, how could he?

o

Fim's symbols are a heart wif
BOVE in the center and a sun

As | gaze into my ctystal ball
nd as you chew you \<§
rtune bubble gum) | .
E(Ppe you will receive godiiis

ealth, happiness that
so desperately need, and
chocolate everyday!!!







