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August ... another month that re- What's good about this is: _ child that has died. They often feel
minds us that our children we havelt helps you put other things in youthat you only love the sibling that
lost to death will not be proceedinghead besides your grief, and has died.

or moving ahead with life. Young The knowledge you take in now begncourage them to eat properly,
Jim was killed the night before his comes the building blocks you use t@xercise, and get sufficient rest.

high school graduation. That Augustbuild a positive future. Be supportive in all they say and
he would have entered college to . recognize their grief; it is probably
begin an exciting time in the The bad news aboutschoolis: different from yours.

progression of life. There are a ton of escapes and quigkalk with them using a comforting
fixes: socializing, getting into trouble,yoice.

"Back to school” time is always drugs, etc. Be patient with them.
such a sad time for each of us. Wet's noisy when you might want quiet. Take an interest in what they are
will not be preparing lunches, wor-|ts a hassle and it's stressful: agoing; support them at ball games,
rying about catching a school bus, okignments, schedules, etc. etc. They need to see you there.
reminding them of their books and _ Share your thoughts, feelings and
homework. Your children may say they don"[rustrations with them’, but don't try

want to go to school because peopis " "
i . . . make them the "parent.
But there is another loss that parwill stare, will whisper about them, . you suspect degression or that

ents need to remember. If you argnay avoid them, or may ask questio o -
fortunate enough to have survivingthez don't want to ans\yver_ T?]ey ma (;ur g”g;s naoctt_a_tz_lgsto gﬁgg \;\gfhe
children, you need to recognize andee| guilty that they are alive or tha{heym o )e(t rtl)\lf:elss'(’anal h(lejl ‘JI
understand their grief. Within yourthey may have prevented theifr | bel'g o F:hat Ihen e F;re
family unit, one person may be bittersjpling's death if they had don Uly Dellev depl tW W f i
and yelling, another may be quiet andomething. They may have a fear rr:zxinc%ﬁsvﬁ tthbf)gyrggt“(/vg ne:d

isolated, and another may want tQjying. School may seem useless sin e "
avoid everything and leave. If thesehey may die. They are "tired" Of?& daily "maintenance.” It does

P " ) . ) - not show weakness when you ask
siblings are going back to schoolgrieving and seeing the entire familor help: rather, it shows thyat ydu
th_ey _need to be reminded that th-elrsad and disjointed. reco niz’e theré is a problem and
grieving process has to be dealt with, gn Ve | P
"one step at a time." Encourage your children to: are trying to solve it.

In an article by Jackie Kettler anlescuss their feelings such as loneli- T.ake time to listen. Often, they
ness, anger and sadness openly agién't need any answers from yqu,

Art Krish, reprinted from Linked . ; .
Together,the authors describe S‘Omehonestly with other students, teachetgey only need a listening ear. Do

of the problems they will have to ﬁﬂnd_/or_family members. not *judge” what t_hey say and how

face: gmtaln hope. - they react to their sibling's death.
Join a support group for siblings. They feel as lost as you, but

The good news about school is: Be patient with yourself and theperhaps in different ways.

It keeps you busy, puts structure irf@mily.

your life, and keeps it normal. Hug them and tell them how muctRemind your children that they

It forces you to be with people, andyoU love them and what they mean toannot rush grief. It is a slow,
among them are some healthy, happyou- They need to be reminded thairduousprocess we each have fto

ones. Find them. you love them as much as the "visit" over and over again.
It offers knowledge; in fact, it tries to Some times, , __f
push it into your head. all they need g~

is a hug.




(3-3-70), who was Kkilled in a motor-
Grief Grafts cycle accident 5-25-95. growing up, but he was our son and

Lance was our middle son of our ”Vévcetlglo\l/sgapim'"vvgreng;vv?/rhilé?]evg\]lae ’é‘
David and JoAnn Westerman's soninNg children (Scott also listed on the™
Michael (8-20-75), died in an auto Memory Wall, died May after his birth him trouble, but he was our son, and

: in 1971) Bryan is his older brother, by/Ve loved him..... When he was in his
accident 1-15-95. To celebrate 7 mozlths),/ and Sean his youngyvéens he got into trouble with th

Michael's birthday in 1997 they sentp.oiner was born in 1973. Lance cameW and spent time in jail. But h

D o

out the following invitation: into this world at a great rate of speedVas our son, and we loved him.... He
o (ust 4 minutes after arriving at the WaijW'ﬂg ktO pull r:"? Alfe togtetge',t

"It's a Cookout" You are invited to hospital, in Cleveland, Ohio) and from@N@ finally knew what he wanted ou
come and share a day of socializingthat point on he never slowed down. ?f L'Ife- HS went t? St‘?ho?l’ Ir(]earnefd a
WHERE: David and Joann Wester-joyed to run. Most likely that inSpiredIearnig o live as a productive’
man's home in Trenton, KY. his love of soccer. He played 11 seasond . gand teaching hig younge:r

WHY: For the kindness given to us atgr GSA in Lilburn. Lance's other loves
the loss of our son, brother, husbandyhjle growing up were fishing and

and father, Michael David Westerman,cooking. He loved to cook even as ?/\?hilcsh dﬁgvel)gngbsdsssd t\?v){) hslisst(iarlg-]
and in memory of his birthday. very little guy always wanted to helg, “his brothers h ol i
WHEN: Augus®3,1997 Mom. aw, his brothers have married sing

. Q- : his death.) Bryan and Rebecg
TIME: 9:00 am-- Evening Saturday Lance's true love was his bike. EveRean, Jenr)ﬂfer )z:md Devin (his naw

, .. when he was little he always wanted thgephew) his grandparents, and Pat
al'glr|1 OLv(i)tLrirtﬁ\e/errr]}tga\lngobelgaeé% %‘#é‘z'gel bike that was too big for him. The IittleangL Fo)r he V\?as OUF; son, a brothet,
2 very comfortable way S0 you can en.2neS just wouldn't do, from petal poweand a grandson and we loved him.
iov vourself. We will be furnishing the to engine power. Lance's first ride wa
Jm)éaﬁ bread. and some. drinke Ifgat 410N his fourth birthday. He bought a bikSEESSIS INISERINIES

! ’ ; ' .<Jnstead of a car like most teenage bo
possible, please bring a covered dish kept that bike for a couple gf P10 TORCYOLES ARE EVERYWHERE

of your choice, chips, drink, or dessert i he found th losed vehicl
for the cookout. This way we will be Until he found that an enclosed venhicle The hymper sticker you see here

sure to have plenty of food. was more practical during winter h(gs been printed in~ memory [of

We will have iunch at 12:00 noon.Months. So he sold the bike and startqGnce. It was printed with a purple
Later on in the afternoon we will have adfVing a truck, but his love was stillpackground  to  symbolize ~ the
hayride through the farm where | work.theré and before long the itch camgeedom Lance felt while riding
There will be a couple of horses for thePack- , . (purple is the color for freedom, |t
kids to ride and anyone else that would, On to his second bike, anotheias also the color of Lance's bike).
like to. We will have a fewo-cartsif ionda. In good weather he would rideso far there have been 46,250
anyone would care to trheir driving 't ©0 Work. In bad weather he drove higjistributed in and around the
ability. As always there will be the everlyundai Coupe. He kept this one untiatianta area. Some have even gone
popu|ar games of HORSE-SHOES an e blew up the _englne' H_e then went be other states such as TN, FL, SC,
VOLLEYBALL bout a year without a bike. He boughNC, and AL, IL, CA, AZ, TX, and
' his PRIDE AND JOY. 1t was purplegthers. We hope it will help heighten

. . purple for freedom the freedom he felthe awareness of motorcydes on the
After their cookout | received the while riding. It seemed like he wasoad, so others will not have fo

following letter: either washing his bike or his car evergyffer the loss of a loved one. The

other day. He kept his bike at our housgumper stickers are FREE and |if

| just wanted to write to let you and would come to get it when weathejou would like one or would like to

know that our cookout went very well. permitted riding. But that was not tolearn more about Lance and Hhis

We had about 102 guests. Everyondast. On May29, 1995, Memorial Day, bumper sticker, please E-mail us at:
who attended made our day for Mi-just two months after buying his bikgygkmalone@mindspring.corar visit

rother the rights and wrongs of life

IR

o

chael special. and two days after picking it up fromhjs web page at
‘ 7 our house, it all came to an end. Thgeocities.com/Heartland/Acres/8152
Michael's . <~ 7> bike and Lance were no more.3rshort
svmbols are a | 2. seconds it was over and the life of our LANCE
y 5 . 25-year-old son was lost due to the RIDE H1GH: as high as forever
cowboy hat, - negligence of another driver. RIDE FREE: as free as the wind

confederate flag and a yellow ro$§™=  What dol say now? The story's over,RIDE SAFE: for God protects yo

there is no more and never will be anyhow

Pat and Kathy Malone have sufferedmore to tell. Lance was not the "perfect” There is nothing harder than

a double loss, Scott (3-17-71) who diedchild. He had his ups and being a bereaved parent. In the time
3-18-71 and Lance since

c




Lance's death we have learned how tand when your thoughts do turn to me You came to this Earth on April 3

called The Compassionate Friends. But live for me and laugh for me.  paid Jittle girl, with the sweetest fac
There are a few things | would like  For when you are happy sodm  vyour brother David was5 and

friends and family to know. Don't be  pomemper an old joke we shared. bursting with pride that he had

gftraidplof us, twli n(te)ed tyEu. We will noEjRemember me when spring walks by.little sister. Your name was chos
Ité. Flease lalk about Lance, we nee by your greatgrandmother, ‘Maria

to hear his name, and know that you Think of me when you are glad, and . * = - Mary and the love ¢

have not forgotten him. Yes we naay, while you live, 1 shall not die. God, and "Victoria" for victory. Suc
but those tears are healing. We are LANCE ROBERT MALONE 3 beautiful name and so fitting ft
different people now. We will never be 1970-1995

you.
Lance, when | remember you, | re- Your were the sweetest of bab
ember the little boy with the infec- and full of love from the ver
tious smile. The pre-teen with the zestheginning. That was you

who we were before Lance's death tore
our hearts and lives apart. What we,
really need is someone who will.

for life. The teenager with questions onpersonality, pure love. But you als
LISTEN. .. JUST LISTEN which roads tO take in |ife, and the ﬁad youry i?]dependent Si)(;e, a
If I ask you to listen, will you young man trying to make up for the expressed it sometimes with you

- - : ... wrong roads taken earlier. The young "temper tamps’ Whenever you ha
L|stﬁgg2hw¥&u;gfrasrtéur;o:]\c/)\{[ltvr\]/iiﬂg|c, man that wquld do anything to help g temper tamp | would hold you o
indifference: family and friends. Most of all I re- in front of me and you would kig
. . .' . member the most beautiful blue eyesyoyr legs. Then all of us around y
Listen with your feelings, not with a that sparkled when you laughed. If would laugh and say how cute y
story. only | could hear that laugh and see were and soon you'd he laughing tq

If | need hope, don't give me facts.  those eyes sparkle one more time. Yowyorked every time.
If I need encouragement, don't give m@ave my heart and my love for they
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advice. went with you that day in May. » s As you grew, your loving
If | need solace, don't give me Mo <8 {e%  personality just became so apparént
platitudes. Py to everyone around you. Around

If I need to let it out, don't turn me out. L-ance’s symbols . others you were a little shy,
If I ask you to listen, wilyou are a motorcyclanda Leprechaun (for €specially at first and everyone sgid
Listen with compassion, not with ~ Notre Dame football). 2y  YOU were qwr(]et% But 3t dhof_m_e lyou
condemnation; Scott's symbol is a butterly S pudding actress. You did voices and

Listen with understanding, not with an o _ g act I : d at "the little old
argument; Maria-Victoria (4-30), daughter of }N(ej“?, evsvp;]eua y good at ‘the li fcf[ad
Listen with love, not with aclock. = Tom and Lynda  Boucugnani- ta y nd v(\e/n %gu v;/erte; SIX yotu Sna{F
If I ask you to listen, will you make me Whitehead, died in an automobile da;R/e?/vay \%ur Ff)irz(t: ggrfglrjmgnce Ie
matter- not invisible; acudgnt, 9'1_3'9_6' Lypda shares: was bursting with pride and knew
Caress my loneliness and comfort my Here is Maria Victoria's story. I'm so there would be many morte
pain, . _ happy you will get to know her. “performances” in the future.
Keep my trust and not dishonor it. "Angel of Earth” In school you were such |a

| don't need to be right, but don't
make me wrong,
| don't need a teacher, a critic or a
judge;
| need freedom to say how | feel
And a friend who will listen ...just
listen.

onderful  student, you love
arning, you loved reading. Scho
s as natural to you as love, to

ell and to do your best was just pg

"We were together before either of
were born on this Earth. We were th&
closest of friends, soulmates who lov
one another and had a very special bon
We chose to be born in the circumstan

we needed, you chose me to be y érter, and she fell in love with yo

And above all remember Lance, ar{other.! chose you to be my daughtebeqnia siarted referring to you as 4
when you do remember him rememb¥fe had different purposes for being hetg o) very early on, they must ha
himlike this: on Earth. Your spiritual growth Wasogen on to something.
Remember me in quiet days almost complete, you Sjldnt need a lot Ol 04 loved being in the gifted af
when raindrops whisper on your panelimeé here. Although I'm not sure whaf o program (most of the timg
but in your memories have not grief YOUr growth mission was, 1 believe it < F S 0" e o0 things y

; ; : involved the true understanding ; )
Justlet the joy we knew remain. unconditional love, the free giving of Iovg?/tol?eo(lj?r'] gg;;ssezeg}atlh‘évaﬁin%eg

&pd learning to value yourself You wer, ree vears. It was a lot of work fd
also here to help with the growth o Y )

many, many other souls including min¥9lrjfobrtrjrt]|?|2?1§ L‘?rt] 0,': f;Jr\],{,aEOl;h?vgt
You have completed your mission am§ . g- y

your growth and are waiting for me t@mazed at your talent. It was
finish mine.” much fun to watch your exciteme

and the fun you had

Remember me when evening stars lo
down on you with steadfast eyes,
Remember me if once you wake

to catch a glimpse of a red sunrise

your being. You fell in love with
ur third grade teacher, Mrg.

d
ol
do
Art

L.
an
ve

nd
2),
ou
ng
or
DI

to
5
50
nt




<IN the group. | remember the experience this by being separated in At the start of your last summer you
elation and screaming when you wordimensions after we had fully realized heard about auditions
the district and went to the Stateour love. You lovingly gave me the gift Clayton County Summée
Finals, twice. It was like the Olympics. of the deeper knowing, by suggestingance production of the Secre
You had the sweetest nature and fothat | be the mother and you be the Your teachers encouraged you [to
some reason needed to tell me howhild. Upon my return to you, | audition and you decided to
much you loved me all the time. Whapledged to tell you all about how though you had never done
special music to a mother's ear$. learned to believe in eternal love and something like this before. You put
love you so much Mommiyyou would to trust in our oneness." on~

say over and over. Sometimes you'd Seventh grade was sspecial for syme" your three
say "Do you ever get tired of me tell-you. You so loved your teachers, Mr.performances, Odyssey of the
ing youl love you so much?" Ant Bruton. Mrs. Dennard and Mrs. Heath. pind. When...
would say, "never." When we wereAnd they loved you right back. Theyine audition
separated and talked on the phoneknew there was something very, very
we'd send hugs over the phone, sayingpecial about you. What a year!! At the
you ever get tired of me telling you lyour beautiful white outfit that we had practiced together some of
love you so much?" anddet my an- bought together when we went the

swer too. shopping. You received awards for all ;. ="

It is the everyday times that are s®'s, for the Academic Bowl, for Beta mgnei%?étrs O?”SS ?ﬁ&e htOfthg;:/asso-
precious and tell so much about yolClub, for Ensemble in Chorus, for the m ch of a chance for tﬁe first ime
and your nature. Remember laying inOutstanding Soprano and then the.t u Id b d i€ Tirst ime,
your bed and singing Christmasmost coveted "Superstar Student of th wouh € gh()% experience.
carols together, eating your favorite Year." And you had such grace. It wasWeNt through thel20 orso p....
chicken chips at Chic-Fil-A, having aapparent that you had grown from a cast members and we waited for ..
beauty v together and shoppingiitle girl to a beautiful young lady. © come out and do the first cal,.
togetherwe holding hands sometimes Then you were elected President of the\éve”’ there you were on the first
when u were 13. Bologna and Beta Club and looked forward to your Pack in for more auditioning,
mayonnaise at Subway. Going taesponsibilities during the eighth grade Waiting. You made the secon
Phantom of Opera and Beauty and th@nd representing your school at the back!! Then the third!! Now they...
Beast. The first time you wouid sing tcState convention. going to let parents and friends ...
me you made me put my head in the Remember when you and Mommythe final auditioning. Aswa.... you
..... so | couldn't see you. When yowstoried the "Happy Book?" We would | was so truly amazed and proug
...dress up with Mommy's clothes pueach write something that made usSuch bravery, such composurs
on a fashion show. Mashed potatoeshappy and alternate back and forth un- Never knew you could sing like lik
Dancing together in the living room. til we had a lot of different thingst —an angel. This is my little girl. This
Constant kisses. Holding... eachwas always a special time togetheris really my little girl? The..._ wait
other in the pool. Playing the duckswhen we worked on our happy bookand then you are choseviou....to
and geese at vacation. . on the bedome of the things that made youplay a "spirit," a friend of M.... who
and listening to the.. Garden CD happy were "neosporin® when you died, and you are to be the un...|.
together all the way laugh. So muchwere hurt, soft, down pillows, for the main role of Mary. It waa
more. Mommy's smile, sausage, my big bedwonderful summer of practicefe

U want me to be your mother, lall the wrinkles in bassett hounds, sit- practice, hearing your singing ang
want you to be my daughtdrwant to ting outside in the morning reading rehearsing was delightful. And the
ence tenderness and caring, motheraith Mommy. Happiness came from nally the performances with
unconditional  love, the..... of sun beaming in the windown in the orchestra. | was enthralled, sq
something from myself. You ..morning, arguing with Tom, waking up proud moved. The story and song
experience the reflection of the ....Idn my flowery room, seeing that my i
acceptance from a mother's love sdrother looks so funny when kkeps,
you can ...peaceful acceptance ofplaying UNO and winning against
yourself because we know we ardavid and the look of defeat on
eternally together, we delight in thisDavid's face. Happy is polar bears,
..... But part of our mission is soft, cold comforting sheets. Christmas{v%lire éloeelgfcﬂtrggnv(\:/ﬁer?r:ge )I/i?t?e Sil:Irc
experience eternal love from atime, comfy socks, watching MommyCame ug and asked for 9 O‘J
different perspective. To learn to trustbeing happy, the Barney song, coming i E y
in love, even when outside the fulhome on Friday and not having to do au r(])gr?p St d school
knowingness...... anything, being around enthusiastic ,SNortly after you started schoo

people, hearing the laughter of David, the fall, you conducted your firg

M d Il togeth dmeeting as President of the Beta
do‘?gﬂ’,’ and me &t Together and cyup, Your teacher thought you did|a

fantastic job and called Mrs. Carte
to tell her how her favorite third

grade student have grown up.
You hadgivenso much love.....

there were smany
People there, many who had lots
ence from all over Atlanta.
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of The Secret Garden became a part
f our .... and represent so very
much more. | was so proud giving
you your bouquetof roses after
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peers. You “told off” a boy who was Blake Fullerton But your boat has sailed to a

disparaging another student, to every- 8th grade heavenly port.

one's surprise, and it worked! You _ _ _

were always kind and just didn't sa¥| remember that Maria was wonderful. Maria, Maria, we bid you farewell

negative things about otherstwas a yoy could be spreading gossip andMaria, Maria, your story we'll tell.

ngtr cl;fro)t/r?grr ;)neénﬁé :;%usefgugohl} :Zwlto umors and when you cante Maria, Adari Giovanni

gut you loved him so. Ygu love ou would get a disapprqving Iqok_ from 8th grade

animals and especially your basse er and you would know it wasn't right. | LISTEN

hounds and their buppies Just got to know her well this year, and o _

“Maria_ Victoria w%spﬁ)(illed on Sep- She wasso smart. She was going to be Her liquid brown eyes drank in
P~ able to hand pick her future. She was the every detalil

temberl3, 1996 when coming home : :
with her brother on Friday after best person you could know. She was a As she absorbed information

school. A speeding truck ran a red

light, hitting David's car and killing spiritual and physical aspects. Maria cussed, or investigated.

beautiful person in both mental and Her gaze serious as we read, dist

SN o *. wasn't the most popular person at Always on alert, always payin
Maria Victoria instantly. It was and is o eio “Middle, but | think she was . attention.
g for her family, her friends, . L : . .
her school and her teachers. Mariacertalnly the most admired. With a crinkle of a smile and a flash
Victoria had accomplished her Rich Manross of light in those bright eyes
mission and the world is a kinder, 8th grade Came the quick responses, the qujet
more compassionate, and loving place laugh, or the knowing look
for her being a part of it. A "Secret "Maria was my best friend. So it's  Grasping a situation, solving a
Garden" was built at Lovejoy Middle hard to write only one thing that | re- problem, or writing a story,
School in her honor and the plaquemember her by. Butdo remembehow She appreciated the world around
outside under her picture includes| was able to talk to her so easily. In her.
these words to encourage her friendgact, I'm kind of scared because | As a doe knows her way through the
and students who come to the school:really don't have anyone to talk to. | pines.
Remember Be could tell her everything and she She knew where and haw/find
Kind wouldn't make a smart comment or answers.
Try not to hurt other people's feelings even laugh. She would just try to un- Never did she demand attention,
Always do your best derstand to the best of her knowledge.  but often did she desenle it.
Don't be afraid to love and show your It's amazing, when | think back how  Her winsome, porcelain beauty
feelings many things | told her and no one else. held a keen, kind mind
Value friendship To think she left knowing so much more And a maturity that is rare.
Have confidence in yourself about me than any other person |As a flower's life is fleeting, so was
Be true to your dreams know. | love her. And | know it will be hers;
And above all hard accepting the fact that it will be a  Framed with a lovely grace and
"Smile" while before | see her again." voice, she left her mark
and delight in laughing, sharing Chrissy Heath We treasure our memories of
and just being together. 8th grade Maria Victoria.
Students from her school wrote _ ~ Maria _a”ﬂ*\ _Il__lbbyhTorbush
letters and poems to the family after Maria, Maria, we hold you dear * 5 W x %k eacher

her death to express their love and toMaria, Maria. we'll still shed a tear.
help them in their own grief. A few of We know you have gone to a better
them follow: place

Still we miss your tender face.

Maria Victoria's symbols are a

. green and blue butterfly, Still, moon
"She was the nicest person I've ever stars&. a special puppy she | |
met. She never said anything bad \ye manage okay, from day to day  drew and used as her signature

about anybody. She didn't deserve to e go on with our lives with little

die. | wonder why God took her. Eve- Jim and Grace Hawkins' sori',“:l'

rybody around me is crying. But she ; y i .

didn’t deserve it. It wasn't fair. | don't :Tlllf Zlvv\\lllg;gli‘teé?ro;/s ggt:ahﬁrﬁgrpﬁear Stevens 1(16%3é%3)é died from pa
think there will ever be somebodp =" o8- ' creatitis 1-1/-98. Grace wrote:
nice and as considerate as her. This is” ' Well another god-awful day is ove
the perfect role model for everyone.  Maria, Maria, we hold you in our (Father's day). Tim always loved
She was smart, nice and full of love. heart. go with dad and his brothers an
Never said anything bad about st we're saddened that we had to  enter our father son golf tourname)
anyone. It's not fair. | and others will part. on this special day.

never thought I'd hate the holida
when we all gal together and th
year I'd love to just go to bed, but ¢
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spend half of the night crying, when "It was just so intense that she finally Lynn  Griffiths, who was 3
they all go home. succumbed to kidney failure," Griffithssubstitute teacher in Murray an

X

| found out how few of our pictures, said. "It was the leukemia that got heParis, Tenn., schools, was a member

Tim isn't in and rightnow | couldn't There were no signals that we couldf the Murray Woman's Club an
have enough! tell. She just thought she had the flu. " participated in many club projects.

Better days ahead. | think this first Bill Griffiths talked to Karen Isaacs "She ran the music scholarship
year will be the hardest. at J.J. Churchill Funeral Home aboutthe university for Woman's Club

P memorials for his wife. Isaacs gave hirher husband said. "She was c
\LOVE/ an idea about getting an apheresidirector of the Murray-Calloway

: machine at the Murray hospital to helgCounty Girl Scouts and built tha

Tim's symbols are a heea cun leukemia and cancer victims as well akom 150 to 200 kids to about 400."
with Love in the middle and a sun. other blood diseases. ChemotherapyDr. Bill Hart, a Murray physician.
and radiation treatment often destroypaid, "Having an apheresis center

Joe and Elaine Stillwell suffered acancerous and healthy cells alike anMurray will vastly improve the
double loss, Peggy (8-23-66) and Denisan cause patients to bleed excessivelyality of life for many patients witf
O'Connor (2-4-65), died in an autoor have infections. chronic illnesses. Through th
accident 8-2-86 and 8-6-86. Apheresis is a special type of blooéxhaustive efforts of Jim Taylor, th
donation that allows whole bloodsenior vice president of profession

Elaine's book,Sweet Memoriesis donation, more than one donor'services at MCCH, the Murray Lion
now available. To purchase a copyplatelets would be needed, which coul@lub and the Murray Woman's Cluk
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contact: lead to adverse reactions. the apheresis center in Murray wi
Centering Corporation "There were people going tobecome a reality."

1531 N. Saddle Creek Road Nashville every dayo give blood and Hospital President Stuart Poston
Omaho, NE 68104 platelets,” Griffiths recalled. "Wesaid the service will complement the

Fax: 402-553-0507 designated that the memorials be givemospital's blood bank. "The center

E-mail: .ji200@aol.com to Murray-Calloway County Hospitalwill be unique since no other
$4.95, plus shipping and, of course, donations have come hospital of our size, that we are

%ﬂ T from all over the US., wherever we hagdware of, has an apheresis center,”

Peggy and Denis o connor x lived. Lynne touched lat of people. She Poston said. "The availability of this
symbols are angels. 1-— — it was a caregiver, and now people argervice will be a tremendous asset|to
giving back to her. this region and to the many patients

A healthy person has from 150, 000 "
John ‘and Lynn Clarkes daughter,4n0 000 3é)lf':ltelets, and platelets art(g?/e Serve. . .
Lynn Griffiths (8-9-52), died as a result replaced in the body ever8 hours. A Lynn's symbol is a rainbow.
of acute leukemia 6-9-97. Sunday, Mayp|atelet donation may be done twice a
3, 1998 an article entitletjospitals&  week, but no more thawtimes a year. Jerry Jonas Mudge's two son
Health Care was in the local \Whole blood donation may happen only€on Jr. (2-17-6J), andmm
newspaper in Murray, Ky: once evenp6 days or six times a year. Wayne (8-19-62), were==

: . Griffiths” said his three daughterskilled in an automobile — "W
From alife suddenly taken Springs @ ot o be the first ones to donataccident, 10-26-90. Jerry's husbar

cause urgently needed platelets at Murray's Lynn ClarkeSkip, lost his son, Jeff (1-7-6]), t

Nearly a year ago, Lynne Clarke Griffiths Apheresis Donor Center. suicide, 11-4-87. Skip's daughtg
Griffiths wasn't feeling well. She The proposed center is set to opelfnny, shared:

thought it was a nasty cold or flu later this year and will be located at the My first indication that there was

The "bug” hit her on Wednesday,hospital. The hospital will work with the2 problem, was a telephone call fro
May 14, 1997 and when she wasn't American Red Cross, Nashville regiorily youngest brother Scott, "Jeéf
feeling much belief after two days, shelo operate the center. The hospital wifléad. He has committed suicide. h
was admitted to Murray-Calioway Provide the facility and equipment, an@ilfriend just found him." With
County Hospital, said her husband, Billthe Red Cross will provide thethose words, our whole famil

Griffith's. Her temperature had not personnel and supplies, and will seefhanged. First| hadto go break the

broken and she had a splitting federal certification. news to my parents and sister. A
headache. Other apheresis centers are ifhén we had to prepare for Jeff
Tests confirmed she was sufferingPaducah and Nashville. funeral.

from leukemia. She was transferred teriffiths’ memorial fund contributed Until my brother Jeff died, I'm no
Vanderbilt University Hospital in $5,000 to the center, and the Murragure | had really experienced fear ¢
Nashville. Woman’s Club and Murraysorrow. There had been times in n

Bythat Sunday’ she was on a respira ................ are helplng raise past that I had experlenced a mi
tor and had used more that 100 unif§oney. The minimum amount needed f@§m of each of these. However wh

of blood and platelets. She died threRegin is$30,000; the fund contained
weeks later. $20,133 as of last Monday.
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these two emotions became somethingeople who have a common experience The beautiful blonde, browr
that | had dealt with for a long time. does make things easier to workyed boy lifted his headrawled
The sorrow which comes when youhrough. There are many good booland walked on time.
lose someone you love is, of coursghat deal with grief and how to work His first word? "Dada.” Ron and
normal. But in the29 years that | had through the issues. Christopher were extraordinarily
lived before Jeff died, that emotion It is important, aswe deal with the close. "He would get up in th
was not overwhelming! had lost trials in our life, that we take thinggnorning, andif | wasn't the one t¢
various relatives and even a fewslowly and try not to be overwhelmegpme get him, he'd scream, ‘l wa
friends, but Jeff was my brother.by all the details which must b&addy.” No matter what | did, h
Someone that | had shared over 2handled and the emotions that must B@swith me. _
years of my life. We lived in differentdealt with. _ Christopher never complained
states, but we had corresponded and ! Still miss Jeff when | hear certairielt sorry for himself He love
spoke on the telephone frequentlySONgs or see someone who looks liRetting together Legos and takir
But somehow in our communications, M, it reminds me again of hovapart pretty much everything els
i : . o important family relationships areHis father called him "a boy
missed the feelings of despair tha\t;\/“p y P : h andthrouah” who once
had become a part of his life. After’Vhen he was young, he used to S@{oug a gn,

. = utograph "Jeff the Greabecause heWanted to be pharmacist like Dad
someone commits suicide, one of th ought that he would be famow@nd later atransplant surgeon.

main guestions is “why?”, “Why did he someda X He had developed a cough
: P y. Jeff might never have ! p gr

co s, why ciant el us, whyESTREY,oaCl and Sinocan ne chprsmas. 1968 et ept i
the few aood pieces gf advice that ave his fair share of foibles, 1 d om SCeheP'ngvheVﬁnd E)om R/![”

ved gft prf died that ebn consider him great, a great sorﬁnov(\;n- rlstgp he_r a hronc u
received after Jeff died was that evén o .yiher and friend. adeworse by his poor ea? an
\cNheoskenet\(l)v ;hn% erﬁgct"freeatsh%nsse V\rlggsgres Jenny (Mudge) Sewre#’]ngt’hfg nﬂg)snbig? S:Er?g t ?grﬁrrr?eévei
would not be good enough reason for - 5 school full time in March. He n
him to be gone. So | had to qu;%oncg?sggr?e;ngalll\ﬂe;rif zjig?j)’frtc? onger had thestamina for gym

astlﬂr;lg tr;e qtljéestion vgr![y,handh dealial complications from a piggyback Just before second grad
Wld hOW .;NO‘];'f rtesdpon (]3 |§|c 0|cde heart transplant, 3-24-98." Thgegan Christopher vad
?r?endgw It-attected our tamily and ¢4)1owing article, written by Anita accummating fluid, sohis parents
' , Srikameswaran, was in the Pittsburgihd doctors decided themnsas no

The fear that | began to experiencgs i Gazette on Christopher's 8bnger any option: He needed

the night Jeff _?ri]ed% took ml,leht Iorllq[ﬁrbirthday. Ms. Srikameswaran's articleansplant. But a conventional hes
to overcome. The fear mostly tooK thg, 4 christopher's story: transplant wouldn't do; his poorl
form of not wanting to answer the pumping heart had caused a press

telephone when was home alone at \when Christopher was born, the nepuildup in his lungs. While hi
night. | guess | thought if | don't parents noticed that their baby's handseart had adapted to squeeze h;
answer the telephonel couldnt be and feet were grayish and were tolg forceblood into his lungs, a ne
hurt by that type of bad news again. hijs blood sugar was low. At home twheart onits own would not be abl
feared that other members of MMays later, the baby screamed & do thatmuch work immediately.
family would be hurt or die suddenlynight. The next morning, Christopher Surgeons decided to try
(not by suicide but just die), and Iwouldn't wake up. heterdopic transplant. About 2
wasn't sure that | could deal with that They rushed him to a pediatrician. American children have had th
again. Like many things, these fears " ot think he is going to make it" theorocedure, but Christopher wou
lessened with time and experience. Hoctor said. “Make what?” RorFaller be only the secondt Children's.
had to learn again to trust in the Lord asked, not comprehending. Doctors left his heart irplace and
to deal with each emotion and The pediatrician said Christophemadded the donor heart tmake it
remember that God was in completemight not live another half hour. Heasier to pump out blood.

control. _ called an ambulance. With emergency For a short time after the surger
| was fortunate to find a local treatment at Children's Hospital, hethey found out how much energy
support group called "Survivors of ears perked up. 7-year-old can have. Las

Suicide.” They get together on a Doctor's suspected that the babghristmas, he was flying up ar

regular basis todiscuss how to deal while still in the womb, caught a viraown the stairsvith his cousins an(

with all the issueshat come up in the jnjection that was severe enough tmaking plans fothe future.

aftermath of losingsomeone you love gamage his heart. Because his heart "We thought he'd lead

to suicide. Most of the time it was_Justpumped poorly, fluid built up in hishormal life," Faller said.

people sharing howthey dealt with chest just as with older people wh&ost-transplant

issues, but we also had professmna@etcongestive heart failure. lyumphoproliferativedisease occur

people from the coroner,police, The family went throughin only a small number of transpla

doctors, counselors, etc. &peak With nighimaresand loss of sleep. Theréecipients.

our group. | have foundthat  ere several problems, but Christopher The donated heart carried

discussing with and listening to seemedhealthy. ’ virus; Chris never did develo
tumors, which
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is a sign that the heart is carrying thehas a web page in memory of himwent to bed. Kelly and Jason we

virus. Chris had no pre-existing execulink.com/~bapar/memorial/me SO close, | don't know how she will

antibodies to fight off the virus. By midmper/maria. 0 m%%g do without him.

January, he was back in the hospital for ] And with us being so far away, we

treatment of the viral disease. Christopher's symbols are Legos, aré worried that it will be hard tq
The anti-rejection drugs were haltedpeayers butterflies tell how she igeally getting along.

The minister shared a story abo

But soon he was breathing too qUiCkly'End 2 linked hearts becaule
.

heart biopsy showed he was rejectin 7
the donated organ. He had to tak&'® had2 heart\tﬁransplan =
steroids if he was to fight off both the (i ) e )
rejection and the viral disease. O
On Feb. 3, Christopher was
resuscitated- both of his hearts stopped Terry and Kelly Alexander's son,

beating. :
He was given a course ofCO|e (10-11-92), died as a result 0E1any little sisters would do that!

chemotherapy to kill the large tumorg!DS: 2-9-93. Terry's 17-year-old son, jagon was both an artist and

yelled out to Kelly to watch hi
truck.
When he came back outside

growing in his chest and he seemed ##son, died in his sleep, 5-26-98. Kellgportsman, working in  wire

get better. Then one night, in a panighares: sculptures, as well as winning
he told his father he couldn't breathe. Even with the tragic news of Jason'major hunting award a few yea

The next night, Maria listened tototally unexpected death, | feel someorago in a competition that Men fro
Christopher plead not to be put on avas watching over us. Terry, mall over the country competed i

ventilator. She could see he wasusband, was packed and ready to leaWehen he went up to accept hié

struggling for air and persuaded thefor a 6 day fishing trip. His plan was totrophy, his step-grandpa went wi

frightened boy that he needed help.  rush home from work and leave as sodfim to pose for pictures. The crowd

found her WASHING his truck,
aving misunderstood him! Not tgo

re

the love between these two Kids:
Jason ran in the house one day and
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He said, "OK, Mummy."Those were as possible. was amazed when the 'kid' got the

his last clear words. The breathing tube If we had received the news even a hatbphy and the ‘'man' was just there
made talking impossible. The nighhour later than we did, he could haveo pose with the winner/ The minister

before, he told Ron he loved him verpeen on the road and unreachable. at his service also shared this sto

'y,

much. On March 10, Christopher's We didn't get to share a lot of Jason'svhich was So Jason, my husbdnd

hearts stopped again; he fought bacKife. Living in Texas, with us in Indiana,and | looked at each other and

More chemotherapy followed. we got summer visits with Jason andmiled, remembering all th

e

On March 24, Christopher's hearts Kelly, (my 15-year-ald stepdaughtersummers we had Jason with us:

beat out their unique rhythm for the lastind not a whole lot more. Add in the facason was told to mow the lawn, al

nd

time, falling silent at 12:03 a.m. that there was not a really goodwhen his grandparents got home the

Ron was by Christopher's side.  relationship with my husband's ex-wifelawn was not touched. They fou
Maria said ‘I told him Iwas very proud and we ended up feeling lucky we &tim in the garage, trying to get

of him and that | loved him very mucHeast got the little time we did get withperfect sharp edge on the lawn

and | wanted him to come home andhe kids. mower blades so the grass would

play with his Legos. " We saw Jason grow up in yearly inperfectly even! | can remember lawn

Maria Faller wishes all of May would stallments. It was so hard for us, sendingiowing days with Jason here, a
disappear, the month in which her sothem home and knowing how long the grass did look great. And sin

would have turned, would have re- would be before we saw them again. Bute always had the kids during the

ceived his first Communion, would havene thing Jason said many times he w&purth of July, | remember how

nd
a

be

nd
ce

given her a Mother's Day gift. moving up here to be with his dad whefason and his dad would make the

His room is still littered with pieces ofhe turned18 Even if that wouldn't havetrip to buy way too many firework

Legos and toys, and is still invaded bworked out, we were anxious to be able can't bear to see all the fireworks

his sister, Rachel, when she wants ta have a relationship with the kids thatlisplays out now. Terry had nev|

D.

er

stuffed animal of his to sleep with. did not have to depend on their momgone back to Texas, the kids always

Christopher always said the onlypermission. Jason had suffered froreame to us. So there he was, at
thing he wanted was to be able to ruseizures for years, but was able teon's funeral and meeting all
really fast. He got that wish just once-€ontrol them with medication. But latelyJason's friends for the first time.
He raced his sister up the drivewaythey had been getting worse, and him so glad that the kids made
blonde hair flying, short legs pumpingdoctors were trying to adjust hispoint of coming over to meet Terry

hearts pounding. And after so manynedication. In spite of that, he lead a That proved to me just how mug¢

years of trying, Christopher won. normal teenage life. On Jason's last dajason loved his dad,otherwise his
If you are interested in readinghe went 4-wheeling with his buddiesyuddies wouldn't have bothered
more about Christopher, the family ~ Played football for a few hours, theram so angry that Terry has lost tw
went to bed and never woke up. Hisons, that Nicholas has lost tw
sister Kelly found him the next afternoonbrothers. | am angry at the
We were told it was an aneurysm thainfairness of having to "start a

happened an hour or so after he over" again with grief I am

his
Df




also angry that we had lookedMelissa has also returned to college Life itselfcan hurt us in so man
forward to being able to have aand become a photographer for th&vays, and mostf us are in need g
relationship with Jason without his Murray State yearbook. Her brotherthe healing of these hurt
moms interfeence (for lack of a better Roger, was a photographer for théSometimes we need to find

word) andnow that will never happen. West Point yearbook, The Howitzerpeaceful place to make peace
| guess | am just plain angry. Still. Siblings seem often, to deal with guilvithin ourselves. We need to find

Jason was a good kid. | hope that habout being alive, a feeling we've alséorgiveness, wholeness, and heal
& Cole are together, as thas the encountered in war veterans who surwithin ourselves.
only thing that gives us some peace. vived their buddies. This seems to Todaywe live in an age whern

Jason was a HUGE Notre Dame fancomplete the resolution of grief for  individuals have to take morg
responsibility for their own journeyl.

His pallbearers even wore Notre Dameome siblings.

hats. . [
[ . Roger's symbol isgs. /2
So we have decided that Jason's, j.4rch butterfly.

symbol is a Notre Dame ball cap.

However, we all need helg
encouragement,  support, ar
direction. Hopefully, in our own

2) 4 Howard and Sandy Graham's son i i
Yy ' . o others with more understandin
m"%@w Cole’s symbol is a cherub. geott (10-24-77), took his own life 4-28100. | feel Godis always with me,
Chester Meyer's son, Clayton (11-895' Sandy wrote: and at my side, but hies always

73), died from Marfan's Syndrome, 4- If you need an idea for one of youPeyond me.

) : .newsletters | would like to hear how .
5-95. Chester shares his great sorrow.sibIings have handled the deathtiogir Michael's symbols

| wanted you to know that tragedyrother or sister. are a star, an angel,

has struck again. My darling wife, Our son Shane hasn't done well aftea Stetson hat and
Geneva, died July 7th. She was onhjs brother's deathl haven'ttalked to boots.
44. anyone else that has gone through

It has been just a little ov&ryears What we have. Shane was WHen his  |f any of you are interested in re

since we lost Clayton. | don't underbrother died. Fourteen is laard age, but ceiving a copy of the video taken

stand this at all. :EO adfd_tto trt1e deatat; ObeOUtF brother oy | \1s picnic this year, the price
We were married a little over 260P OT I, not a googombination. i i
years. Shane ran away a year ago. Befor(§;15'OO The video includes tH

: that we had him in a therapeutic homgledication by Chuck Dupier 9
| 'hope you will contact Chester, hgyhich he was asked to leave as thBosemary Smith's book and tf

needs our support and prayers. person in charge couldn't get a handledrawings and comments by Way
Chester's address is: on Shane. He dropped out of schoolTaylor (the artist of the drawing
620 E 18th Street ) lost his job, etc., etc. _ ~and the dome); Rosemary's spee
Covington, KY 41014 ) We saw a friendly, outgoing, brightang the balloon lift-off in memory

Clayton's symbol is a stethy ieenager turn into a depressed, impulye o children. It will be a tax
ascope. sive, out of control person. deduction:

If you would like to reach the Gra-

Woody and Donna Herndon's sonhams, their address is: Mail your request to:
Roger (6-25-70), was killed in a plangyo,vard and Sandy Graham 8800 Dinah Taylor
crash, 8-2-91. Donna wrote: Fremont Ave. Littleton, CO 804 Main Street

) o Williamsburg, KY 40769

| am glad you are doing a sibling80128 303-979-0826

viewpoint newsletter. Our daughtBas  gcotr's symbols are an ‘% | have saved this announcemse

Ty orke rough et 31 1 e plan and a dopnigfr Ul the e of e newseter o

has seemed to be naming their youngest . : cause | have had to make a very d
son, Roger Allan Gravesg, ihongr ofg Michael (1-25-71), son of Dick andficult decision. Much time in praye

his Uncle Roger Allan Herndon.Jean Sand, was killed iman automobile and anguish have been spent in t
Melissa's oldest (four years o#t the accident 6-18-94. Jean shares: decision. Since Regina has mov
time) Aimee, announced to a tlht to Florida, | have found that | ca

friend that she was going to have a \ye all have a valley of dreams. \Weo longer do the newsletter. Regi

little brother to be named after Uncley, 15, 5 experience the giving andvas doing all the typing and mug

Eﬁ?fr (Itsoiswaem\gyilnglvﬁ?))x Jﬁlﬁﬁmt%(geceiving of unconditional love, butof the "leg work." | have spent the

cherub painting by Wayne Taylofmany of us find that we are disap-
looks like little Roger. The painting inPointed, and bear the hurt of that dis-
the dome bears remarkable resenappointment all of our lives.

blance to my father at a young age.)

search, we will be able to reach out
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past week typing, and have onlyRosemary will keep us updatedin memory of our children, | encou

completed 3 pages and that is théwww.childrenofdome.com). She isage you to do so. There are still
reason this newsletter is so late irconstantly added new things. many of you that | have not met fa
getting out. "The mind is willing, but to face, but will hopefully be able t

the body is weak" | have found that | Please continue to E-mail or "snailn the future. If you plan to visit, b

am not spending enough time ommail me" My E-mail address is:sure to let me know a head of time

restoring my physical health, anddinah@cc.cumber.edu so | may meet you and hear mag
because of that, | am not progressing as about your child, but, you must als
| should. It has taken me a year to Until the next correspondence, pleaspermit me to tell you more abol
realizeand accepthat | can no longer stay in contact ... you are my lifeline andvoung Jim. Hopefully, in the neg
do the things that | want to do, and wasve all need the support of each other.fliture, | will be able to_hugnd be
able to do in the past. (Getting old ishope you will continue to support newlyhugged, how | miss the physicall
tough!*!) bereaved families and you may send mguch of those who understand n
their names and addresses, and | w'tyrief_
It seems there is a time when wesend them all the past newsletters. When

have to give up the people or things we¢ read through all the newsletters, it \ynhenever you eat chocolate, s
hold so dear; Young Jim has been thehows the progression | have made igyrinkles, or a Pegasus, angel
hardest. While making this decision, Imy grief, and thanks to my nephewpgrses, | hope you will rememb
realized that | must now go throughWayne Perkins, | only have to reach thgoung Jim, Jim and me. And m4
another “round" of grief; that of losing middle, not the end; that is such &,y remember each of us with
my ability to do what | have felt was comfort. | encourage you to keep &mjle. We need your prayers and
my mission since Young Jim's deathjournal, it will be concrete evidence ofj,eeqg your moral support. | am n
In a way, | feel that | am letting Young the way you are working through yoursaying good-bye .. only "until | s&
Jim down, and also you. This decisiorgrief. On those days when you havggy again," and may the latest d
was not made at the spur of thdaken two steps backward, read your fir§le at the J.1.M's picnic next year.
moment. | have found that | must "letjournals and you will realize that you

go" of another vital aspect in my life. have progress. Continue to mention your ¢33
Acceptance is the last step in the grievehild's name every chance you get. %ﬁf‘
ing process, but | think the mostonly way our children will stay alive in &
difficult. It has been six years since lother people's hearts is by making surg
began LAMENTATIONS, and you, they are not forgotten. If some of yod
fellow travelers, have given mehaven't sent pictures of your child, p
strength and purpose by your support. lease do so. It means so much to have a
have "felt" your prayers and am so'face” to go with the names of your
appreciative of your many cards andhildren. They have become part of my .,
letters of encouragement. family, too.

| want to "temporarily”
leave you with this poem

author is unknown:

]

Let me come in where you are
weeping friend,

et me take your hand.

I, who have known sorrow such ag
yours can understand.

| promise that | will stay in touch, If you need a fellow traveler's address,
and will “send out an abbreviatedjust let me kn_ovy. Thos_e of you who Let me come in.. | would be very
newsletter at different times of thewere at the picnic received the names Still
year.J.I.M."s picnic will be scheduled and addresses of those who attended. | 5 o you in your grief
fo_r some t|me_ in June of 1999 and |hong.I.M. S picnic ngxt year .W'” be 4 | would not bid you cease your
will notify you in advance of the date. reunion for us. The first picnic was in weeping, friend

_ 1993 and thle attendance has'been Iarger Since our tears bring relief
When Rosemary Smith's book,each year. I'm sure Rosemary's book will

Children of the Dome, is published be for sale at that time. Let me come in... | would only

(and it is very close to completion) | If you have not visited the Cum- breathe a prayer
will let you know all about it. Please berland Inn which houses the dome And hold your hana
continue to visit Drew and Jeremiah's For | have known a SOH”OW suc

webpage where as yours, and understand.

Donna Herndon sent. The
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